Kemback, Pitscottie and Blebo Community Council

Minutes of Meeting, February 7th, 2011
Community Councillors Present: Alison Aiton, Jack Lord(Chair), George Miller, Simon Weller, Julia Young + six members of the public.

Fife Councillors: Roger Guy, Margaret Kennedy

Apologies: Ken Cochran, Sheena Sturrock

Community Policing: (PC Steven Davidson) Car parking in Dura Den on Saturday morning is being monitored. Parking on the pavement is an endorsable offence with 3 points and a £60 fine. Church hall car park is available without charge. Grass area near church cannot take large numbers of cars without being severely damaged.

Question arose as to where Football school, as a business, gets permission for use of playing fields, what re-instatement can be achieved. Question also arose about the use of plastic mats in grassed areas.  General feeling that children’s sport is to be encouraged and that it is good to see the playing fields being used. Chair thanked PC Davidson for his input.

Roads -
Dairsie Bridge: is under repair due to damage. An email was read from Mark Dewar – the bridge cannot be reopened by the end of March. When reopened the need for weight limit enforcement is important especially where modern heavy agricultural vehicles may cause damage to a 16th century bridge. However at least work on the bridge in Cupar is nearing an end and is open on 3-way traffic light control.

Kemback Brae: has been beautifully resurfaced. Transport services indicates that street lighting is nearing completion imminently.

Pitscottie Traffic calming: is delayed but funds have been committed for 1st quarter in next financial year (April?). It is also inadvisable to have too many road closures going at any one time in close proximity.  Finances are committed and projects are prioritised.

Cairn Green Flooding: remains an issue. Secretary will write to Fife Council asking for it to be attended to perhaps with a drain under the road.

Grit Bins: are needed in Dura Den, however we note that gritting has been better this year. Fife Council has been working on reliability of salt deliveries. There was much discussion of  struggles in the recent snow and ice and the need to work with Fife Council in keeping roads accessible.

Blebo High Road: Residents have formed a committee and will pay to have the drainage sorted before Easter. Improved drainage will benefit village roads downstream. Community Council will contribute £300 to expenses to final bill to improve drainage system.
Admin -

Minutes of last meeting: were approved proposed by George Miller, Seconded by Simon Weller
Treasurer’s Report: We have £1893.94 in funds. Payments are due for meeting room rentals.

Notice boards: Current vendor may not work out.  Other vendors may be able to supply aluminium boards at significant saving. Simon will investigate options (including planning permissions) and report to next meeting.

Planning:

Enforcement in Blebo: Secretary will clarify item on agenda with report to Community Council.

St Andrews Wells: planning application has been submitted for permission to extend. Other planning applications were summarised but community council had no comment. Community Council will receive advice on planning matters such as “village envelopes” and “planning in principle” in March. It requires 5 representations from the public, or one from the community council as a statutory consultee, for applications to be referred to Area Committee.

AOCB:

· A rail users group is forming. Cllr. Margaret Kennedy has details.

· Secretary will write concerning fireworks on Sat 5th Feb. regarding inadequate notification of dog and horse owners in Blebo Craigs. Sound levels were considered too high.

· Fife Councillors gave a report on the current situation with Eden House care home and the budgetary contraints of delivering residential care. It is more cost effective to care for elderly people in the private sector than in Fife Council facilities. It is likely that Eden House will remain open but may be in the private sector. The Care Commission inspects and ensures care standards.

· Training for new community councillors is available.

Our thanks to the management and staff of Rutherfords for hosting this meeting.

Date of Next Meeting: Monday 9th May 2011 at 7:30pm in Blebo Craigs Village Hall.
